



Dear Colleagues,

MRC SUPREMO – a Phase III randomised trial to assess the role of adjuvant chest wall irradiation in intermediate risk breast cancer after mastectomy.
Opening/Closing Times over Christmas & New Year
Please note that the randomisation line will be closed from 13.00 on Friday 23rd December 2011 and will reopen at 9.00 on Wednesday 4th January 2012.

The laboratory at the Western General Hospital will be closed from the 22nd December 2011 to the 4th January 2012.  There will be no BNP testing during this period, so if any cardiac patients do have any bloods taken at this time please follow the instructions below:

1) Centrifuge the 5ml EDTA tube (whole blood - BNP sample) at 1300g (approximately 2,500 rpm) for 15 minutes. Using the pipette provided, transfer 0.8 ml of plasma into each of the 5 non-coloured cryovials. Take care not to disturb the cells with the pipette. Apply small labels.

2) Freeze the 5 x non-coloured BNP sample tubes 

3) When ready to ship, remove the 5 x non-coloured cryovials from the freezer and place into the rigid container provided. Make sure this container is closed properly and place into the plastic bag with the absorbent pad. Place the samples, with the yellow copy of the Laboratory Requisition Form, into the stamped, addressed jiffy bag provided and despatch.

4) The sample will defrost in the post ready to be processed on arrival at the laboratory. It is not necessary to ship these samples on dry-ice.

If you would like further information or have any questions regarding this procedure please contact Tammy Piper (trobson@staffmail.ed.ac.uk or transsupremo@ed.ac.uk) and Julian Lipscombe (jlipscombe@nhs.net) who will both be available to answer these queries.

In addition if any sites require lab kits or blood collections please submit requests by the 16th December 2011. 
Laboratory & Pathology Requisition Forms

Please can we remind all sites to ensure that the following box is completed on all laboratory and pathology requisition forms prior to sending to Tammy Piper at the Endocrine Cancer Group.

The laboratory cannot process the samples if this box is not completed as they must have confirmation that the patient has given consent.
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Tissue Blocks

In addition please can we remind all sites that when sending the tissue blocks to the laboratory it is a block of invasive tumour material from the surgical resection that the laboratory requires in order to analyse.  Recently the laboratory has received a number of blocks with insufficient tumour material which are not suitable for analysis.   

Recruitment Milestones
We would like to congratulate Dr Adrian Harnett, Suzanne Walker, Mark Bloomfield, Helen Darby & Adele Cooper from Norfolk & Norwich University Hospital who randomised the 900th patient from a UK site on the 18th November.
We would also like to thank Dr Juliette Loncaster, Theresa Breen, Stuart Moss, Mohammed Rashid & Liz Molloy at the Christie Hospital Manchester who randomised their 50th and 51st patient on the 1st of December making them the first site to reach the milestone of recruiting 50 patients.
In addition we would like to congratulate Dr Charlotte Abson, Kay Jones, Elizabeth Newman-Horne, Louise Black and Suzie Reyner from Medway Maritime Hospital, Gillingham who recruited the 1000th patient to Trans-SUPREMO on the 5th of December.
New Country participating – New Zealand  


The SUPREMO team are pleased to announce that a new country has been added to the trial.  We would like to extend our thanks to Dr Michael Tills & Debbie Metcalfe at the Waikato Hospital, Hamilton, New Zealand for all their hard work in activating this site.  This is the 19th country to participate in the SUPREMO trial.  We look forward to randomising the 1st patient from this site.  
The SUPREMO team would also like to welcome the following new sites who recently completed all the necessary approvals to open to recruitment:

· Dr Chen Liu, Dr Roslyn Drummond, Dr Sisera Herath, Julie Wills, Melinda Brenker, Susan Hoyle and Lisa Selbie from the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre at Box Hill, Australia.

· Associate Professor Jonathan Ramsay, Narelle Wallace, Kacy Baumann and Adrienne See from Radiation Oncology Services-Mater Centre (ROMC), Brisbane, Australia.

We look forward to randomising the 1st patient from these sites.  

In addition we would like to congratulate the research team at the following site for randomising their first subject to the trial in November:

· Dr Sanjay Raj, Victoria King, Elizabeth Happle,  Rebecca Petch, Lesley Hollister & Julie Conti from the Royal Hampshire County Hospital.

Thanks are also due to the research teams at the following centres who have randomised patients to SUPREMO in November [patients in November / total patients recruited to date by site]:

Dr Adrian Harnett, Norfolk & Norwich University Hospital
(2/30)
Dr Pamela Woodings, Royal Derby Hospital (2/26)


Dr Nihal Shah, Mount Vernon Cancer Centre (2/23)


Dr Marie-Pierre
Sunyach, Centre Leon Berard (2/14)
Dr Matthew Hatton, Weston Park Hospital, Sheffield (1/44)


Dr Nicola Russell, Antoni Van Leeuwenhoekziekenhuis (1/39)


Dr Jackie Clarke, Belfast City Hospital (1/28)


Dr Sankha Mitra, Worthing Hospital (1/17)

Dr Martin Rolles, Singleton Hospital, Swansea (1/17)

Dr Sunil
 Upadhyay, Castle Hill Hospital Hull (1/16)

Dr Anne Robinson, Southend Hospital (1/15)

Dr Fuh Yong Wong, National Cancer Centre Singapore (1/12)

Dr Kay Kelly, Raigmore Hospital, Inverness (1/11)


Dr Amitabha Chakrabarti, Poole Hospital NHS Trust (1/10)

Dr John Hardman, Darlington Memorial Hospital
(1/8)

Dr John Hardman, James Cook University Hospital (1/7)


Dr Vivek Misra, Royal Oldham Hospital (1/7)


Dr Nicky Thorp, Royal Liverpool University Hospital (1/6)


Dr Paul
Dyson, Cumberland Infirmary (1/5)
Dr Martin Hogg, Burnley General Hospital (1/5)


Dr Matthew Griffin, King's Mill Hospital, Sutton in Ashfield (1/3)


Dr Hiroji Iwata, Aichi Cancer Center Hospital (1/3)
Dr Diana Ritchie, Victoria ACH, Glasgow (1/3)

1270 patients have now been randomised to the trial so we would like to thank you for your continued support during 2011.  We would also like to wish you a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

With kind regards,
Professor Ian Kunkler 
Chief Investigator, MRC/EORTC SUPREMO trial 
